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Amendments to the Claims 

1 . (Currently amended) An agent fe!HFed«eiHg«4ftfe«t«^^ 

iiilarciitm comnrisinii a licinauululiii ating virus of Jap an ( HVJ)-envel ope vector, wherein the 
agent ihcJIVJ-cnvelopc vcdoi; comprises: 

an isolated nucleic acid ciicodint-, a hcpalocyte ,uro\v11i factor protein arul-a 
h«^w^ggtow<^^ enclosed within an HVJ-envclope; and 

is free of liposome . 

2. (Canceled) 

3. (Previously presented) The agent of claim 1 , wherein the agent is in the form of a 
tablet, pill, sugar-coated tablet, capsule, liquid gel, ointment, syrup, slurry, or suspension. 

4-5. (Canceled) 

6. (Currently amended) A method for reducing an infarcted area of a cerebral 

infarction comprising: 

administering an agent comprising an isolated nucleic aci d en co ding a h epateeyte-gFe¥^ 
faeteF^ rote i n a nd an HVJ-envelope vector by direct injection into the subarachnoid space of a 
subject prior to the occurrence of said cerebral infarction, wherein said HVJ-envelope vector 
comprises: 

an isolated nucleic acid encoding a hepatocyte growth factor protein enclosed within an 
HVJ-envelope: and 

is free of liposome; 

wherein said method results in a reduction of the infarcted area. 
7-11. (Canceled) 
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12. (Prcvioiislv l'rcsnik-(l) 11k- inclluul ofclaiin 6, wherein llie agent is in the form of 
a tablet, pill, sugar-coated tablet, capsule, liquid gel, ointment, syrup, slun-y, or suspension. 

13. (Currently Amended) The methed agent of claim 1 , wherein the hepatoeyte growth 
factor protein is a human hepatoeyte growth factor protein. 

14. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 6, wherein the hepatoeyte growth factor 
protein is a human hepatoeyte growth factor protein. 

1 5. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 6, wherein direct injection into the 
subarachnoid space comprises direct injection into a cisternal space. 
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